1 Claims 

2 We claim: 

3 i A locking apparatus for a gooseneck trailer hitch, the gooseneck trailer 

4 hitch having aUubular sheathing member, a stationary plate fixedly attached to the 

5 sheathing member, the stationary plate having a cavity for receiving a hitch ball 

6 and a flange with a first aperture for receiving a latch pin, a lock plate pivotally 

7 connected to the Stationary plate, the lock plate having a second aperture for 

8 receiving a hitch ball, a retainer bracket fixedly attached to the lock plate, the 

9 retainer bracket having a central opening in which the flange of the stationary 

10 plate is slidably disposed, the retainer bracket further having a third aperture for 
O receiving a latch pin, aVandle guide depending from the sheathing member, a 
\§ handle slidably disposed inVthe handle guide, the handle having a latch pin capable 
M of insertion into the first aperture of the stationary plate and the third aperture of 

11 the retainer bracket to immobilize the lock plate in a closed position in which the 
S second aperture of the lock plate is partially misaligned with the cavity of the 
Q stationary plate such that a hitch ball is prevented from being inserted into or 
£t removed from the cavity, said locking apparatus comprising: 

fl a lock pin having a shaft and afi eyelet, said shaft being capable of insertion 

19 into the central opening of the retainer bracket; and 

20 a lock having a hasp, said lock being positionable in a locked position in 

2 1 which said hasp captures said eyelet and the handle of the gooseneck trailer hitch; 

22 wherein, when said lock is in said locked position, said shaft is not removable 

23 from the central opening of the retainer bracket and the lock plate is substantially 

24 immobilized in the closed position. \ 

25 2. The locking apparatus of claim 1 wherein said shaft has a diameter of 

26 about 7/16 inch. 
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1 3. The locWg apparatus of claim 1 wherein said shaft is substantially 

2 linear and has a lengthV about 4 inches. 

3 4. The locking apparatus of claim 1 wherein said shaft comprises a bend, 

4 the retainer bracket further Emprises a fourth aperture providing access into the 

5 central opening of the retainer\acket, and said shaft is insertable through the 

6 fourth aperture into the central operdrteof the retainer bracket such that said bend 

7 prevents removal of said shaft from the f^ainer bracket when said lock is in said 

8 locked position. 
9 
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1 5. Alocking apparatus for a gooseneck trailer hitch, the gooseneck trailer 

2 hitch having a\ubular sheathing member, a stationary plate fixedly attached to the 

3 sheathing memb\r, the stationary plate having a cavity for receiving a hitch ball 

4 and a flange with\ first aperture for receiving a latch pin, a lock plate pivotaUy 

5 connected to the stationary plate, the lock plate having a second aperture for 

6 receiving a hitch ball\ a retainer bracket fixedly attached to the lock plate, the 

7 retainer bracket having a central opening in which the flange of the stationary 

8 plate is slidably disposed! the retainer bracket further having a third aperture for 

9 receiving a latch pin, a handle guide depending from the sheathing member, a 
10 handle slidably disposed in the handle guide, the handle having a latch pin capable 

of insertion into the first aperture of the stationary plate and the third aperture of 
the retainer bracket to immobilize the lock plate in a closed position in which the 
second aperture of the lock pl\te is partially misaligned with the cavity of the 

lj stationary plate such that a hitch ball is prevented from being inserted into or 

S removed from the cavity, a cover pWe depending from the sheathing member and 

lj: enshrouding the handle guide, theAcover plate having a first wall with a fourth 

|j aperture and a second wall with a fif^h aperture generally aligned with the fourth 

W aperture, said locking apparatus comprising: 

!9 a lock pin having a shaft and an eyelet, said shaft being capable of insertion 

20 through the fourth and fifth apertures of tke cover plate; and 

21 a lock having a hasp, said lock being positionable in a locked position in 

22 which said hasp captures said eyelet and the handle of the gooseneck trailer hitch; 

23 wherein, when said lock is in said locked position, said shaft is not removable 

24 from the fourth and fifth apertures of the cover plate and the lock plate is 

25 substantially immobilized in the closed position. 

26 6. The locking apparatus of claim 5 wherefti said shaft has a diameter of 

27 about 7/16 inch. 
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7. The locking apparatus of claim 5 wherein said shaft is substantially 
linear and has a length ofVbout 6 inches. 
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^^"^Jr^" P*" 4 locking apparatus for a gooseneck trailer hitch, the gooseneck trailer 
2^ liitch having a\tubular sheathing member, a stationary plate fixedly attached to the 

3 ' sheathing member, the stationary plate having a cavity for receiving a hitch ball 

4 and a flange with\a first aperture for receiving a latch pin, a lock plate pivotally 

5 connected to the stationary plate, the lock plate having a second aperture for 

6 receiving a hitch ball\ a retainer bracket fixedly attached to the lock plate, the 

7 retainer bracket havingv a central opening in which the flange of the stationary 

8 plate is slidably <hsposed\the retainer bracket further having a third aperture for 

9 receiving a latch pin, a handle guide depending from the sheathing member, a 
10 handle slidably disposed in the handle guide, the handle having a latch pin capable 
Ifl? of insertion into the first aperture of the stationary plate and the third aperture of 
1^ the retainer bracket to immobihzVthe lock plate in a closed position in which the 
l|| second aperture of the lock plate lis partially misaligned with the cavity of the 

lj stationary plate such that a hitch ball is prevented from being inserted into or 

n . 1 1 , - \ 

W removed from the cavity, said locking apparatus comprising: 

fi a lock comprising a body and a hak), said hasp being capable of insertion 

lE into the central opening of the retainer bracket adjacent the flange of the stationary 

1® plate such that the lock plate is substantially immobilized in the closed position. 

19 9. The locking apparatus of claim 8 wl\erein said hasp is further capable 

20 of capturing the handle of the gooseneck trailer hitch. 

21 10. ^Th^locking apparatus of claim 8 wherein said hasp comprises a pair of 

22 connected legs spaced^^^by a width of about one inch, each of said legs having a 

23 diameter of about 7/16 inch, sala^a§£^ said body defining an interior space 

24 having a length of about 1 % inches whenM^lockis in its locked position. 

25 11. The locking apparatus of claim 8 whereinsaitHi^sp^ comprises a pair of 

26 connected legs spaced apart by a width of about 1 V* inches, each ofsaM4^s having 



364163.01 



1 a^HlaiSeter-xrf-^fe^ 

2 having a length of about 4 V2 inches 
3 



and said body defining an interior space 
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1 12. A method of locking a gooseneck trailer hitch, the gooseneck, trailer 

2 hitch having A tubular sheathing member, a stationary plate fixedly attached to the 

3 sheathing member, the stationary plate having a cavity for receiving a hitch ball 

4 and a flange with a first aperture for receiving a latch pin, a lock plate pivotally 

5 connected to the\ stationary plate, the lock plate having a second aperture for 

6 receiving a hitch ball, a retainer bracket fixedly attached to the lock plate, the 

7 retainer bracket having a central opening in which the flange of the stationary 

8 plate is slidably disposed, the retainer bracket further having a third aperture for 

9 receiving a latch pin, a handle guide depending from the sheathing member, a 

10 handle slidably disposed in the handle guide, the handle having a latch pin capable 
1® of insertion into the first aperture of the stationary plate and the third aperture of 

11 the retainer bracket to immobilize the lock plate in a closed position in which the 
ill second aperture of the lock plate is partially misaligned with the cavity of the 

jar. \ 

ll stationary plate such thaA a hitch ball is prevented from being inserted into or 

1*5 removed from the cavity, said method comprising: 

13* placing the lock plate in the closed position; 

g| inserting a lock pin into the central opening of the retainer bracket, the lock 

il pin having a shaft and an eyeletNsaid shaft being at least partially disposed within 

K \ 

19 the central opening of the retainer bracket; 

20 positioning the handle of the gooseneck trailer hitch in close proximity to 

21 said eyelet; 

22 providing a lock having a hasp; 

23 passing said hasp through said eyeleWid the handle of the gooseneck trailer 

24 hitch; and 

25 closing said hasp such that said shaft lk not removable from the central 

26 opening of the retainer bracket and the lock plateNj^s substantially immobilized in 

27 the closed position. 
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13. The method of claim 12 further comprising the step of forming a fourth 
aperture in the retaine\bracket, said fourth aperture providing access into the 
central opening of the retainer bracket; 

wherein said shaft comprises a bend; and 

wherein said inserting step comprises inserting said shaft through said 
fourth aperture into the central openingXthe retainer bracket such that said bend 
prevents removal of said shaft from the retainXbracket when said hasp is closed. 
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1 14. A method of locking a gooseneck trailer hitch, the gooseneck trailer 

2 hitch having \ tubular sheathing member, a stationary plate fixedly attached to the 

3 sheathing member, the stationary plate having a cavity for receiving a hitch ball 

4 and a flange wi\sh a first aperture for receiving a latch pin, a lock plate pivotally 

5 connected to the Stationary plate, the lock plate having a second aperture for 

6 receiving a hitch ball, a retainer bracket fixedly attached to the lock plate, the 

7 retainer bracket haling a central opening in which the flange of the stationary 

8 plate is slidably dispised, the retainer bracket further having a third aperture for 

9 receiving a latch pin\ a handle guide depending from the sheathing member, a 
10 handle slidably disposed in the handle guide, the handle having a latch pin capable 
Iflj of insertion into the first aperture of the stationary plate and the third aperture of 
if the retainer bracket to immobilize the lock plate in a closed position in which the 
l| second aperture of the lock plate is partially misaligned with the cavity of the 
if stationary plate such theft a hitch ball is prevented from being inserted into or 
l9 removed from the cavity, aW a cover plate depending from the sheathing member 

if and enshrouding the handle guide, the cover plate having a first wall and a second 

H . \ 

ljf wall, said method comprising- 

0 \ 

M forming a fourth aperture in the first wall of the cover plate; 

19 forming a fifth aperture in the second wall of the cover plate, said fifth 

20 aperture being generally aligned\with said fourth aperture; 

2 1 placing the lock plate in the^closed position; 

22 providing a lock pin having a shaft and an eyelet; 

23 inserting said shaft through Said fourth and fifth apertures; 

24 positioning the handle of the\gooseneck trailer hitch in close proximity to 

25 said eyelet; \ 

26 providing a lock having a hasp; 
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1 passing said hasp through said eyelet and the handle of the gooseneck trailer 

2 hitch; and 

3 closing said hasp such that said shaft is not removable from said fourth and 

4 fifth apertures and the lock plate is substantially immobilized in the closed 

5 position. 
6 
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15. "A method of locking a gooseneck trailer hitch, the gooseneck trailer 
hitch having a tubular sheathing member, a stationary plate fixedly attached to the 
sheathing membek the stationary plate having a cavity for receiving a hitch ball 
and a flange with a first aperture for receiving a latch pin, a lock plate pivotally 
connected to the stationary plate, the lock plate having a second aperture for 
receiving a hitch ball, a retainer bracket fixedly attached to the lock plate, the 
retainer bracket having a central opening in which the flange of the stationary 
plate is slidably disposed, the retainer brzfoket further having a third aperture for 
receiving a latch pin, a handle guidWe^tehding from the sheathing member, a 
handle slidably disposed in the handle giid4 the handle having a latch pin capable 
of insertion into the first aperture of the \tatibnary plate and the third aperture of 
the retainer bracket to immobilize the lock platein a closed position in which the 
second aperture of the lock plate is partially misaligned with the cavity of the 
stationary plate such that a hitch ball is prevented frtfua being inserted into or 
removed from the cavity, said method comprising: 
placing the lock plate in the closed position; 
providing a lock having a hasp; 
inserting said hasp into the central opening of the retainer bracket adjacent 
the flange of the stationary plate; and 

closing said hasp such that the lock plate is substantially immobilized irKthe 

^dose^esitioji^. 
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